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Beethoven Piano Society of Europe

Newsletter No. 27, Summer 2005

Registered Charity No.1092069
AGM

16th December 2005

at The Austrian Cultural Forum,

28 Rutland Gate, London SW7 1PQ.
Members are cordially invited 

to attend the

BPSE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
from 11.30-12.30am

followed by a light lunch

 and at 2pm by the

BEETHOVEN (SENIOR) INTERCOLLEGIATE PIANO COMPETITION

Any topics for discussion and nominations for Committee Membership to be sent, not later than 30th November, to: The BPSE Secretary, Mina Miletic, 38 Roxborough Park, Harrow, Middx. HA1 3AY, Tel: 079 6770 8655; email:minamiletic@hotmail.com
DIARY OF EVENTS 2005-2006

9 Dec: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm


Jorrit van den Ham, piano
Beethoven, Rondo in B flat, Anh.6; Allegretto, WoO 53; Bagatelle, WoO 56; Klavierstueck, WoO 60-61; Polonaise Op.89; Liszt, ‘Pensées des Morts’ & ‘Funérailles’
15 Dec: Austrian Cultural Forum, 2.00pm

Beethoven Junior INTercollegiate piano Competition 2005

16 Dec: Austrian Cultural Forum

11.30am  BPSE AGM 

2.00pm:   Beethoven (SENIOR)

 Intercollegiate Piano Competition 2005

Jury: Prof. Deborah Sobol, Prof. Raphael Terroni, Prof. Malcolm Troup 

SPECIAL EVENT

17 Dec. 11am-4pm 

Masterclass by Prof. Deborah Sobol
(Northwestern University, USA) 
Nadia Lasserson's Studio,

34 Carver Road, London SE24 9LT

Performers £25, BPSE/EPTA members £10

Includes refreshments (Fax: 020 7737 5015)
2006

3 Jan: St Martin-in-the-Fields, 1pm


Alberto Portugheis, piano


Beethoven, Fur Elise, Andante Favori,                    Sonata op.27 no.2 “Moonlight”;David Portugheis, Thoughts on Themes by Beethoven (World Premiere); Chopin, Ballade in A flat major, op.47
4 Jan: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm

Warren Mailley-Smith, piano
Beethoven, Sonata Op.13 "Pathetique; Chopin, Nocturne in C sharp minor, op.post; Schubert, Wanderer-Fantasie D760
20 Feb: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm 

Tau Wei, piano
Beethoven, Fantasie op. 77; 

Schumann, Fantasie in C, op. 17
23 Feb: Austrian Cultural Forum

“A Perspective on Austrian Music for Violin and Piano”

Oliver Lewis, violin,
Alberto Portugheis, piano

Schubert, Sonatina in G minor;

Mozart, Sonata in B flat K454;

Beethoven, Sonata in A, op.47 “Kreutzer”

13 Mar: St Martin-in-the-Fields, 1.00pm
Danitsa Lafftchieva, clarinet

Mina Miletic, piano

Beethoven, ‘Spring’ Sonata in F, Op 24;

Weber, Grand Duo Concertante, Op 48

17 March: Regent Hall, 1pm, TBA

31 March: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm Daniella Lehner, mezzo-soprano 

José Luis Gayo, piano 

Beethoven, Sonata, Op. 26; Six songs for voice and piano

18 April: St Martin-in-the-Fields, 1pm

TBA
28 April: Regent Hall, 1pm

Dustin Gledhill, piano

Beethoven, Sonata in G major Op. 31 No.1; Debussy, etudes No.11&12; Liszt, ‘Funérailles’
8-10 May

BEETHOVEN CELLO and PIANO DUOS

MASTERCLASS and COMPETITION 2006 

for the “Gwyneth George Award”

with Prof. Martin Lovett OBE.

8 and 9 May (daytime Competition)

10 May (Evening Concert of Finalists)

Steinway Hall, 44 Marylebone Lane, London W1.

12 May: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm

2005 Junior Piano Competition Winners

18 May: Austrian Cultural Forum, 7pm

“A Perspective on Austrian Music for Violin and Piano”

Oliver Lewis, violin, Alberto Portugheis, piano

Mozart, Sonata in F K377;

Schubert, Fantasy in C (1827);

R.Strauss, Sonata in E flat major, op.18
26 May: Regent Hall, 1pm

Rosie Banks, cello
23 June: Regent Hall, 1pm

Malcolm Miller, piano

10 July: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm

Winners of the Chamber Music Competition 2005

18 July: St Martin-in-the-Fields, 1.00pm

Winner of the Beethoven Piano Competition 2005

8 Aug: St Martins-in-the-Fields, 1.00pm
Daniel Grimwood, piano

23 Aug: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm

Tba

26 Oct: St James’s Piccadilly, 1.10pm

Tba
* STOP PRESS *

Committee Member Prof.Julian Jacobson (Royal College of Music) spent from 24 October to 4 November giving a Masterclass (including Beethoven’s Sonata op.10 no.3) at the Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts, a radio recording and several lectures.  On 29 January, he will be taking part in a Mozart Celebration Concert for MANA at Hinde Street Methodist Church, London.  May 2006 will find him giving further recitals and masterclasses in the Middle East. Forthcoming CDs include albums of Balakirev, Dukas and Georges Auric.

At the beginning of 2005, a live broadcast by Angela Brownridge on Radio 3 with interview previewed the release of her recording of the complete piano works of Kenneth Leighton in a three CD set on the DELPHIAN label.  The recording has been featured in articles in International Record Review and Musical Opinion, as well as receiving five-star reviews.  Beethoven’s “Appassionata” Sonata cropped up repeatedly in Angela’s recital programmes this year, including the Cambridge Faculty of Music concert Hall and the Jaqueline Du Pré Hall in Oxford.  Along with the US premieres of works by Leighton, the Beethoven also featured in her four recitals in New York, including the Merkin Hall on 1st November.  On 24th November, she plays in the Crossley Gallery of Dean Clough, Halifax, at the start of her series of lectures and masterclass weekends there for students of RNCM, Leeds, Bradford and Huddersfield Universities (see website: thepianoacademy.co.uk). February finds her on a tour of Scotland with recitals later in the year in the south of France before her return to the USA and Canada.

Last February, our Chairman Malcolm Troup was one of the judges for the 4th EPTA International Young Pianists’ Competition in Osijek, Croatia, while from March to May he was on tour in South America.  In July, he opened the Oxford International Philomusica Piano Festival, of which he is President, with an inaugural address on “Transcription as Innovation” which began and finished with transcriptions of Beethoven symphonies.  So great was its success that he had to repeat it at the 27th EPTA EUROPEAN CONFERENCE at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester in September.

Mina Miletic, our Hon.Secretary, is to give a Masterclass and Recital on  November 14 at the Yerevan State Conservatoire, and a live broadcast recital in Belgrade, Serbia on December 19. Her performance of Beethoven's 4th Piano Concerto with the Dorset County Orchestra has resulted in a return invitation to perform Shostakovich 2nd Piano Concerto on March 25th 2006.

Alberto Portugheis, our Vice-Chairman, will be giving Masterclasses in Argentina dedicated to Beethoven's solo piano works and chamber music with piano, particularly the Piano Trios, on 18th, 19th and 20th January.
Our Northern Representatives report the following: 

Friday, 6th and Saturday 7th May were action-packed days at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester. As part of the College’s overall  2004 –  2005  theme of  ‘structure’ 

(a year in which the College orchestras will be playing several Beethoven symphonies), the School of Keyboard Studies staged a mini- Beethoven and Tippett festival entitled “Sculptors in Sound: the Piano Music of Beethoven and Tippett”, the latter having been the 20th century British composer most responsive to Beethoven’s influence. The great American pianist and scholar Charles Rosen gave a celebrity recital on 6th May, playing the last three Beethoven sonatas while RNCM alumnus Steven Osborne played all four Tippett sonatas in two recitals the following day. RNCM students, Junior RNCM and Chethams pupils contributed towards the other performances over the two-day event, which included all 32 Beethoven piano sonatas, the complete bagatelles and many of the sets of variations. Between them, Carole Presland, Dina Parkahina and Paul Janes (RNCM tutors) performed op. 27 no. 1, the Diabelli Variations and the “Hammerklavier” respectively. Lectures by Kris Worsley (RNCM) and Barry Cooper (University of Manchester) completed the feast of music and words on offer.  Mark Ray (President EPTA UK and Head of Keyboard Studies, Chetham’s).

REGENT HALL - BPSE SUMMER PIANO FESTIVAL 2005  

A Report by Carola Grindea

CELEBRITY ARTISTS

15th July        
David Johnson (USA)

1st August     
Penelope Roskell

2nd August    
Santiago Mantas 

3rd August     
Julian Jacobson & Friends 

5th August     
Mishka Momen  

This year’s BPSE Celebrity Artists Festival,  as in previous years,  brought  Beethoven‘s music together  with  works of  other composers  to a  most enthusiastic audience. The Festival opened on 15th July  with David Johnson’s  recital ( see  Review below by Manus Carey) , followed  by  Penelope Roskell (1st August) who gave a  highly sensitive performance of a group of  Debussy  Preludes  (Book 1) , ending the recital  with an authoritative rendering of  Beethoven Sonata  op.110 in A flat major. 

On 2nd  August, Santiago Mantas’s  recital drew  a  large audience  of  music lovers (see  Paul Lanfear’s Note)  while the  recital by Julian Jacobson  and Friends, Kiera Lyness, (soprano), Chihiro Ono (violin)  and  cellist  Rosie Banks, all  high calibre musicians,  included  two  rarely performed  Beethoven  works: Allegretto in B flat for Piano Trio and  a   selection of  Songs arrangements for Voice and Piano Trio.  On 5th  August,  13 year-old  Mishka  Momen’s   performance  of  a very demanding programme showed once again  the  extraordinary  maturity of  such a  young  player. She had recently returned from the Leschetizky Piano Concerto Competition in New York where she was awarded the First Prize. (see Malcolm Troup’s note below). 

BPSE  is organising   another ‘Celebrity Artists Festival’ in March  2006  at  Leighton House in Kensington, including on March 8, Santiago Mantas and on March 10,  Marcela Crudelli, the outstanding  Italian pianist, President  of the prestigious  annual ‘ROMA’ International Piano Competition and  President of EPTA ITALY.
Reviews of Four of the 2005 Celebrity Artists Concerts, Regent Hall

“David Johnson gave a Lunchtime Recital on July 15th, beginning with Bartok’s miniature gem Evening in the Country,” writes Manus Carey.  “It was followed by Beethoven’s Sonata in E major op.109, a well-thought-out performance, with a strong forward momentum and constant eye on the shaping of phrases.  The middle prestissimo movement was delivered in a dramatic and driven fashion, contrasting with the two more lyrically conceived outer movements.  

An impressive offering of Schumann’s Etudes Symphoniques op.13 completed the programme, demonstrating David Johnson’s very capable technical abilities at the instrument.  A graduate of the University of Redlands, California and the Manhattan School of Music, he has been invited to return to London in March 2006 to take part in the  Beethoven Piano Society of Europe   Festival  at  Leighton House, in Kensington.”                                                                                                              

Paul Lanfear writes: “Santiago Mantas opened his Regent Hall recital with a warmly felt rendition of the Bach-Busoni transcription "Nun komm’, der Heiden Heiland". Immediately what became apparent was his ability to hold a melodic line and to make the instrument sing in what is a rather resonant hall.  This was followed by Beethoven`s D major sonata op.10 no.3, where the outer movements were tossed off with all the necessary sparkle, brilliance and wit whilst the deeply profound slow movement lacked nothing in nobility and grandeur. Perhaps this was the highlight of the whole recital, together with the Schubert sonata that ended the programme. This was the A major sonata D664 which again highlighted this pianist`s crisp articulation and uncanny ear for witty contrasts and a warm cantabile.  As an encore Santiago played one of his own compositions, ending a most satisfying recital on an appropriate hispanic tone. “

Malcolm Troup records that “Mishka Momen played a programme ranging from Scarlatti through Beethoven’s op.31 no.3 to Chopin, Liszt and Brahms, in all of which she showed genuine stylistic discernment and a composure belying her 13 years.  Also deserving of special mention was a rare treat devised by ‘Julian Jacobson and Friends’ (colleagues and advanced students of Julian from RCM including a fine soprano, cellist and the violinist Chihiro Ono). Beethoven’s rarely-heard Allegretto for piano trio WoO39 gave us a chance to admire their collective artistry – especially Julian’s velvety touch and sixth-sense ensemble, while the bulk of the programme showed the composer in a more unusual and unbuttoned light.  It consisted of a medley of his folksong settings in Swedish and Polish as well as Scottish and Irish – many of them in broad dialect.  The rough-and-tumble nature of these songs must have made a strong appeal to Beethoven’s ‘man of the people’ stance and he surprises us more than once with abrupt modulations and intentionally gruff turns of phrase.” 

Sujeeva Hapugalle’s

 Leighton House Recital

San Francisco-based pianist and former BPSE committee member, Sujeeva Hapugalle, generously provided tickets for BPSE for her enjoyably varied romantic recital in the inspiring surroundings of Leighton House on 19 September” writes Malcolm Miller. “Schubert’s Impromptu in B flat major D 935, that set a relaxed and poetic tone, Beethoven’s D minor Op 31/2 was full of drama mystery and momentum Schumann’s Papillons conveyed its mercurial contrasts of mood, Chopin’s Scherzo no2 lyrical and exciting. Sparkling ‘Seville’ from Albeniz’s Suite Espanola, was balanced by the impressionistic ‘Une Barque sur l’ocean’ from Ravel’s Miroirs, leading to a passionate account of Chopin’s Sonata in B minor to conclude with fizzing energy.” Full review at www.mvdaily.com

Arietta 5 – 2005

has received warm praise from leading musicians and scholars. Further copies and back issues are available from the Editor, Malcolm Miller, c/o the BPSE website. www.bpse.org!

Appreciation for Arietta 5 has been gratefully received from patrons and members, including Paul Badura-Skoda, whose own Beethoven Sonata Cycle recording will be reviewed in the 2006 issue, alongside  interviews with and features about Steven Lubin, Susan Tomes and others.
